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U N A I D S  –  A  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  
 
 

 Progress in restoring access to HIV services in Haiti 

The delivery of HIV prevention and treatment services was 
restored to Haiti, a year after its devastating earthquake. Before the 
earthquake, UNAIDS estimated that 68 000 people were living with 
HIV in the three departments that were later impacted by the 
tremor—57% of the national total of 120 000. Within three months 
of the January 2010 earthquake, 80% of people on HIV treatment 
in these departments were able to access their antiretroviral drugs 
again. [Jan 2011]  

 

 UN Secretary-General reaffirms commitment to be an 
activist alongside UNAIDS during visit to headquarters  

Ban Ki-moon visited the UNAIDS Secretariat in Geneva and 
encouraged staff to work even harder to “remove the hidden 
obstacles” in the AIDS response. The Secretary-General 
highlighted the importance of doing more to prevent HIV infections 
and pledged to be an activist in this issue. He also drew attention 
to the need for countries to remove travel restriction laws that 
discriminate against people living with HIV. [Jan 2011]   

 

 UN Women: A new voice championing women’s 
inequality 

A new UN body, UN Women, was launched at the General 
Assembly in New York. The organization will promote gender 
equality and the needs of women and girls. [Feb 2011]  

 

 Commission on Narcotic Drugs adopts resolution on 
scaled up HIV prevention among people who use drugs  

The fifty-fourth session of the United Nations Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs (CND) adopted a resolution on Achieving zero new 
infections of HIV amongst injecting and other drug users. UNAIDS 
cosponsor UNODC was requested to continue providing advice 
and guidance on effective measures to scale up HIV prevention for 
people who use drugs, and on how to reduce stigma and 
discrimination. [March 2011|  

 

 Young people convene in Mali to revolutionize the AIDS 
response 

A summit convened by UNAIDS and the President of the Republic 
of Mali, Amadou Toumani Touré, provided a forum for young 
leaders to commit themselves to mobilizing young people for the 
AIDS response. [Apr 2011]  
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 Archbishop Tutu passes baton to a new generation of 
leaders in the AIDS response  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu symbolically passed the baton to a new 
generation of young leaders focused on the AIDS response. The 
handover took place during an event held to inspire a 
transformation of the AIDS response which was convened by the 
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) on 
Robben Island in South Africa. [May 2011] 

 

 Groundbreaking trial results confirm HIV treatment 
prevents transmission 

Results from the HPTN 052 trial, showed that a person living with 
HIV adhering to an effective antiretroviral therapy regimen can 
reduce the risk of transmission by 96%. [May 2011]  

 

 Global AIDS response continues to show results as a 
record number of people access treatment and rates of 
new HIV infections fall by nearly 25%  

About 6.6 million people were receiving antiretroviral therapy in 
low- and middle-income countries at the end of 2010, a nearly 22-
fold increase since 2001, according to a new report AIDS at 30: 
Nations at the crossroads, released in June by the Joint United 
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). [Jun 2011] 

 

 One million lives can be saved between now and the end 
of 2015 by preventing and treating tuberculosis among 
people living with HIV 

An epidemiological model produced by the Stop TB Partnership, 
WHO and UNAIDS showed that it is possible to sharply reduce 
AIDS deaths worldwide by preventing and treating TB. [Jun 2011]  

 

 In Women’s Words: HIV priorities for positive change 

Ahead of the General Assembly High-Level Meeting on AIDS, a 
special event was held to highlight the priority actions for the AIDS 
response put forward by women around the world. The event 
launched a report In Women’s Words: HIV priorities for positive 
change. The publication summarizes the key messages and 
findings from a global virtual consultation which engaged with 
nearly 800 women from over 95 countries. The consultation was a 
platform to give a voice to women living with and affected by HIV to 
express their priorities and vision for the future of the AIDS 
response. [Jun 2011] 
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 UNAIDS welcomes new UN Security Council Resolution 
on HIV and preventing sexual violence in conflict 
A new UN Security Council Resolution calls for increased efforts by 
Member States to address HIV in peacekeeping missions, while 
striving to end sexual violence in conflict and post-conflict settings. 
[Jun 2011] 

 

 2011 General Assembly High-Level Meeting on AIDS 
opens 
More than 30 Heads of State, Government and Vice Presidents 
attended the 2011 General Assembly on AIDS. The three-day 
session brought world leaders to review and shape the global AIDS 
response. [Jun 2011] 

 

 Shared responsibility – a new global compact for HIV 
On the opening day of the UN General Assembly High Level 
Meeting on AIDS, there was a call for a new global deal of 
compacts to shift leadership of the AIDS response to countries. 
[Jun 2011] 

 

 

 First Ladies of the world unite to prevent new HIV 
infections among children  

First Ladies joined forces to call for integration of HIV and 
maternal, newborn and child health programmes at special event 
during United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS. [June 2011] 

 

 World leaders launch plan to eliminate new HIV 
infections among children by 2015  

World leaders gathered in New York for the 2011 United Nations 
High-Level Meeting on AIDS launched a Global Plan to end new 
HIV infections among children by 2015 and keeping their mothers 
alive. The Global Plan was developed by a group of more than 30 
countries and 50 community groups, non-governmental and 
international organizations. The group was convened by UNAIDS 
and PEPFAR. [June 2011] 

 

 Bold new AIDS targets set by world leaders for 2015 

Unprecedented global participation at UN General Assembly High 
Level Meeting on AIDS led to new commitments, targets, and 
momentum in the AIDS response. Countries agreed to advance 
efforts towards reducing sexual transmission of HIV, eliminating 
new HIV infections among children, halving HIV infection among 
people who inject drugs, and increasing the number of people on 
life saving treatment. [Jun 2011] 
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 Historic resolution on human rights violations based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity adopted at the 
Human Rights Council 

The UN Human Rights Council passed a historic resolution entitled 
Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity on 14 June. 
The resolution calls for four key actions, including a request to the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights to commission a worldwide 
study to document discriminatory laws, practices and acts of 
violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and 
gender identity. [Jun 2011] 

 

 India pledges continued availability of high quality 
generic drugs 

India confirms that it will reject ‘data exclusivity’ clauses in bilateral 
trade agreements, ensuring continued availability of generic drugs, 
including second- and third-line antiretrovirals, used to treat people 
living with HIV [Jul 2011] 

 

 First meeting of BRICS health ministers brings new 
leadership to global health 

Universal access to medicines was a key topic of discussion at a 
Beijing meeting of health ministers from Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa (BRICS). [Jul 2011]  

 

 Armenia lifts travel ban for people living with HIV  

UNAIDS commended the decision by the Government of Armenia 
to lift its travel restrictions for people living with HIV. The reforms—
which took effect in July—align the country’s legislation with 
international public health standards. [Jul 2011] 

 

 New data from study roll-out provides further evidence 
that male circumcision is effective in preventing HIV in 
men 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
strongly welcomed new results confirming that scaling-up adult 
male circumcision works to prevent HIV in men. The study, which 
was carried out in the township of Orange Farm in South Africa, 
resulted in a 55% reduction in HIV prevalence and a 76% reduction 
in HIV incidence in circumcised men. [Jul 2011] 

 

 

UNAIDS and Global Fund support countries in west and 
central Africa to optimise resources for HIV 

UNAIDS and the Global Fund convened a meeting in Dakar, 
Senegal, to respond to the increasing need for risk management 
and accountability related to HIV funding. [August 2011] 
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 Kaiser/UNAIDS study finds drop in overall 
disbursements for AIDS response in 2010, seven out of 
15 governments report reductions  

Funding disbursements from donor governments for the AIDS 
response in low- and middle-income countries fell in 2010, 
dropping 10% from the previous year’s level, according to an 
annual funding analysis conducted by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation UNAIDS. [August 2011]  

 

 Tenth Congress on AIDS in Asia-Pacific opens under the 
theme ‘Different Voices, United Action’ 
The 10th International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific 
was held in Busan, bringing together over 4 000 delegates to 
discuss how to get HIV infections down to zero in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. According to a new report released by UNAIDS ahead of 
the Congress, the Asia and Pacific region is at a crossroads: while 
impressive gains have been made—including a three-fold increase 
in access to antiretroviral therapy since 2006—progress is 
threatened by an inadequate focus on key populations at higher 
risk of HIV infection and insufficient funding from both domestic 
and international sources. [August 2011] 

 

 Asian pop band “JYJ” appointed as UNAIDS Regional 
Goodwill Ambassador  

“JYJ,” a three-member Korean pop (K-pop) band from the Republic 
of Korea, have been named UNAIDS Regional Goodwill 
Ambassadors for Asia and the Pacific. Formed in 2010, JYJ has a 
large following among young people in the Republic of Korea, 
across Asia and beyond. [August 2011] 

 

 President of Fiji committed to the AIDS response 

Legislation by the Fijian government to remove HIV-related travel 
restrictions and ensure greater protection for the rights of people 
living with HIV were commended by UNAIDS Executive Director 
Michel Sidibé. [Aug 2011]  

 

 Give AIDS the Red Card initiative launched at All-Africa 
Games in Mozambique 

On the eve of the 10th All-Africa Games, UNAIDS Executive 
Director, Michel Sidibé, and Mozambique’s Minister of Youth and 
Sports, H.E. Pedrito Fuleda Caetano, launched the Give AIDS the 
Red Card initiative. The UNAIDS Give AIDS the Red Card 
campaign aims to raise awareness and mobilize action to 
strengthen the response to HIV and accelerate progress across 
Africa. The campaign was introduced at the 2010 FIFA World Cup 
in South Africa with the support of 28 team captains. Captains of 
six teams at the 2011 FIFA Women’s World Cup in Germany also 
endorsed the initiative. [Sep 2011]  
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 The George W. Bush Institute, the U.S. Department of 
State, Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, and UNAIDS 
announce new women’s health initiative  

A new example of integrating the AIDS response—the Pink Ribbon 
Red Ribbon® was launched as an innovative partnership to 
leverage public and private investment in global health. The 
partnership aims to reach women with HIV testing long side 
cervical cancer and breast cancer screening. [Sep 2011] 

 

 UNAIDS mourns loss of life in Nigeria bombing  

The Joint Programme mourned the tragic loss of life during a 
recent bomb attack on UN House in the Nigerian capital city of 
Abuja. According to information released by the UN Resident 
Coordinator in Nigeria, 23 people, including 11 UN personnel, died 
in this targeted attack by a suicide bomber on 26 August, and 124 
people were injured. [Sept 2011]  

 

 UNAIDS Executive Director official visit to South Africa 

UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé undertook a seven day 
visit to South Africa, which focused on the country’s efforts to end 
new HIV infections among children by 2015, HIV integration 
services and bridging the science and implementation divide. [Sep 
2011] 

 

 Russian Federation convene high level forum on MDG-6 

A three-day meeting in Moscow, hosted by the government of the 
Russian Federation, brought together representatives from 
government, civil society, the private sector and scientific 
community. The aim was to redouble progress towards the sixth 
Millennium Development Goal in the region. [Oct 2011] 

 

 International football ace Ronaldinho to raise AIDS 
awareness among young people 

Ronaldo de Assis Moreira—the Brazilian football star also known 
as Ronaldinho—accepted an invitation from UNAIDS and Brazil’s 
Ministry of Health to promote AIDS awareness through sport. [Oct 
2011]  

 

 World forum in Brazil seeks to close health equity gaps 

Government officials, medical experts and civil society 
representatives from 120 countries gathered in Rio de Janeiro at a 
three day meeting focused on the social, economic and political 
conditions driving health inequities. [Oct 2011]  
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 Young people to write new UNAIDS strategy on youth 
and HIV  

UNAIDS launched CrowdOutAIDS.org, an online collaborative 
project to crowdsource its new strategy on youth and HIV—a first in 
the UN system. [Oct 2011]  

 

 African leaders define shared responsibility for the AIDS 
response 

The message sent by participants at a consultation organized by 
UNAIDS in Geneva was: ‘Africa is taking ownership of its AIDS 
response’. [Nov 2011]  

 

 Nearly 50% of people who are eligible for antiretroviral 
therapy now have access to lifesaving treatment  

A new report by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS), released today shows that 2011 was a game changing 
year for the AIDS response with unprecedented progress in 
science, political leadership and results. [Nov 2011]   

 

 ASEAN leaders commit to ‘Getting to Zero’ 

The heads of state and government of the ten countries that form 
the ASEAN committed to making zero new HIV infections, Zero 
Discrimination and Zero HIV Related Deaths a reality, in a 
declaration adopted at the 19th ASEAN Summit in Bali, Indonesia 
(17-19 November 2011). [Nov 2011]  

 

 Korean football icon appointed UNAIDS Goodwill 
Ambassador  

Iconic Korean football star, Myung-Bo Hong, was appointed as a 
UNAIDS International Goodwill Ambassador during a press 
conference held at Yonsei University in Seoul. In this capacity, 
Myung-Bo Hong will raise awareness on HIV prevention among 
young people and help break down the barriers of stigma and 
discrimination surrounding HIV, particularly within the Republic of 
Korea and across Asia. [Nov 2011] 

 

 UN Secretary General urges continued commitment to 
aid towards ‘new cooperation partnership’ 

3 500 delegates have come together for the Fourth High-Level 
Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan to review the impact of 
development aid and chart a new course for how the future of 
development cooperation will support the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals. [Nov 2011]  
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  Decline in AIDS funding risks jeopardizing recent gains 
made by countries 

UNAIDS sounded the alarm that gains made in the AIDS response 
were under threat following a shortfall in funding available through 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global 
Fund). “Developments at the Global Fund over recent months are a 
cause of great anxiety and profound concern to me. The Global 
Fund is an irreplaceable partner, central to moving forward our 
vision and achieving the targets and commitments set by UN 
Member States at the High Level Meeting,” said UNAIDS Executive 
Director Michel Sidibe at the UNAIDS Board meeting. [Nov 2011] 

 

 UNAIDS applauds China’s decision to fill its HIV 
resource gap  

China has pledged to fill its HIV resource gap by increasing 
domestic investments. This pledge was made China’s Premier H.E. 
Wen Jiabao at a World AIDS Day event in Beijing. UNAIDS also 
called on the international community to fully meet its commitments 
and achieve a world with zero new HIV infections, zero 
discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths. [Dec 2011] 

 

 ICASA 2011 to focus on ownership, commitment and 
support to the AIDS response in Africa 

The XVI International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa 
opened on December 5 in Addis Ababa. Delegates from across the 
world convened on Ethiopia to discuss the HIV-related challenges 
faced by Africa, as well as future strategies for consolidation and 
development of national AIDS responses. [Dec 2011]  
 

 Middle East and North Africa records the highest 
number of HIV infections ever in the region in 2010 but 
recent progress is promising 

A report on the HIV epidemic in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) shows that while the overall HIV prevalence in the region 
is still low, the rise in new infections since 2001 has put the region 
among the top two regions in the world with the fastest growing 
HIV epidemic. [Dec 2011]  

 

 UNAIDS congratulates United States’ leadership to end 
AIDS  

UNAIDS congratulated President Barack Obama on his bold 
commitment to provide AIDS treatment to 6 million people by 2013 
and reach 1.5 million pregnant women living with HIV to protect 
their children from becoming infected with HIV. This reinforces the 
collaboration between UNAIDS and the United States on the global 
plan towards elimination of new HIV infections among children by 
2015—the foundation for an AIDS free generation. [Dec 2011]  
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