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I believe in the goal of an AIDS-free generation by 2015. 

Today, thanks to scientific and medical advances since the discovery of AIDS thirty years 
ago, over half of pregnant women living with HIV now have access to treatment and care to 
protect their babies against AIDS.  

In spite of this, thousands of mothers still pass on the virus to their children during 
pregnancy, birth or breastfeeding. These women have no access to the treatment and care, 
health structures or means of prevention that save the lives of thousands of infants born in 
France and other well-off countries.   

Solutions do exist. Therefore, the elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS is 
now a matter of will.  

First, it is a matter of political will, since the fight against AIDS requires that governments of 
advanced economies mobilise the necessary funds to assist the poorest countries. The latter 
must also demonstrate a level of political will by effectively and speedily implementing the 
programmes to protect mothers and children against AIDS created and funded by the 
international community.  

On this note, I would like to pay particular tribute to the First Ladies present at this 
conference, all of whom are actively engaged in their respective countries in helping HIV-
positive mothers save the lives of their newborn children. I am delighted to see that so many 
of us are giving a voice to some of our most vulnerable mothers. It is in this spirit, as Global 
Ambassador for the protection of mothers and children against AIDS, that I have launched 
the “Born HIV Free” campaign, to mobilise the support of political leaders, the media and the 
public for this cause, to which we are so deeply committed.  

Beyond political will, the elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS is 
dependent on the commitment of the international community to taking effective and 
coordinated action.  

It is for this reason that I welcome the initiative of the Executive Director of UNAIDS, my 
friend Michel Sidibé, and his partners, aimed at coordinating the efforts of the entire 
international community to make real progress towards the common goal of an AIDS-free 
generation by 2015. 
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Four years remain in which to eradicate mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS across the 
world. We have come a long way but there is still much to be done. It is our moral duty and 
an historic opportunity. 

I thank you and count on your support.  


