
 
 

2 0 3 0  |  E n d i n g  t h e  A I D S  e p i d e m i c  

 

 

 

P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T  

 

UNAIDS calls for all women living with HIV to have timely access to 

cervical cancer screening  

GENEVA, 4 February 2017—On World Cancer Day, UNAIDS is calling for all women living 

with HIV to have access to information about the human papillomavirus (HPV) and to be offered 

cervical cancer screening and treatment if necessary.  

Cervical cancer is preventable and, if caught early, treatable. However, around half of the 

estimated 500 000 women who are diagnosed with cervical cancer every year die from the 

disease. Nine out of 10 women who die from cervical cancer live in low- and middle-income 

countries. It is projected that this number could double by 2035 if cervical cancer prevention, 

screening and treatment efforts are not urgently scaled up. 

Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among women living in low- and middle-

income countries, and women living with HIV are particularly affected. Women living with HIV 

are up to five times more likely to develop cervical cancer than women who do not have the 

virus, highlighting the importance of urgent access to cervical cancer screening, and treatment 

when needed, for all women living with HIV.  

Most cervical cancer is caused by HPV. Women with healthy immune systems are likely to clear 

an HPV infection over time. However, women living with HIV have compromised immune 

systems and are far less likely to be able to clear an HPV infection. HPV infection has also been 

found to significantly increase the risk of HIV transmission for both men and women. 

To effectively reduce deaths from cervical cancer, investments need to be made in health 

education, HPV vaccination for adolescent girls, screening, together with counselling and 

information, and access to treatment and care when needed.   

The relationship between HPV and HIV offers significant opportunities to reduce the impact of 

both viruses as existing HIV programmes could play a vital role in expanding cervical cancer 

prevention, screening and treatment services.  

The United Nations Joint Global Programme on Cervical Cancer Prevention and Control and 

the Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon partnership are examples of successful alliances. Synergies must 

be leveraged further with a focused and integrated approach to saving women’s lives.  
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.  

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

