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UNAIDS statement on anti-LGBTQ+ legislation in Georgia

GENEVA, 1 October 2024—UNAIDS expresses deep concern over the recently adopted anti-
LGBTQ+ legislation in Georgia, which poses serious risks to public health and human rights.

UNAIDS supports the UN Office for the High Commissioner of Human Rights' statement that
these laws will “impose discriminatory restrictions on education, public discussion, and
gatherings related to sexual orientation and gender identity.”

These discriminatory laws violate fundamental rights to autonomy, dignity, and equality,
exacerbating stigma and hindering LGBTQ+ people's access to essential health services. This
undermines Georgia’s efforts to end AIDS and combat other infectious diseases.

UNAIDS reiterates that laws discriminating against LGBTQ+ individuals have no place in
modern society. They lead to harassment, discrimination, violence and social exclusion,
jeopardizing efforts to end the HIV epidemic. We call on Georgian authorities to repeal these
harmful laws, as they will further isolate marginalized communities and worsen public health
outcomes.

Stigma Kkills, but solidarity saves lives. Upholding the rights of LGBTQ+ people is crucial to
advancing public health, social cohesion, and equality for all.
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AlDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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